
                     
 

 

Military Officers Association of America  

SENCLAND Chapter 

P.O. Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

www.SENCLAND.org  

May 2015 – Editor: Steve Mannell, steve.mannell@gmail.com, (910)723-6168 

 

 
April Meeting: Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 11:30 AM at Island Way Restaurant, 1407 E. Beach St., Oak Island, 

NC.  

 

Directions:  From Wilmington, cross Memorial Bridge toward Leland. Follow US-76 W and US-17 S to US-17 

BUS S in Town Creek (17.8 miles). Take Midway Rd SE and EF Middleton Blvd to E Beach Dr in Oak Island 

(13.5 miles). Turn left on E Beach Dr. Island Way is about .5 miles on the right. Phone # 910-278-7770. 

 
Menu:  Coconut Butterfly Shrimp, Philly Cheese Sandwich, or Salad with either chicken or salmon, and soft 

drinks, coffee, and tea. 

 
Price: $18 per person payable at door when entrée selection is made. Cocktails, beer and wine available for 

purchase. 

 

Program:  Southport author Tommy Harrelson will share with us the inspiration behind his delightful book, 

“Southport’s Art Newton”, in which he chronicles the man, his art and local history.  The artist’s paintings and 

sketches are beautifully presented in a colorful story of times gone by, simple pleasures, and the Southport of 

yesterday.  History lovers are sure to enjoy this unique look at a talented North Carolina figure and a beloved 

area of our state. The author attended UNC-Chapel Hill and the Wharton School of the University of 

Pennsylvania and then returned to his boyhood home of Southport and joined the family business.  He later 

served in the North Carolina House of Representatives and as Secretary of Transportation under Governor Jim 

Martin.  Tommy has also worked in government affairs and as a management consultant and remains active in 

many civic affairs in Southport and the state. 

 
RSVP: Please RSVP by May 3rd to JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459.   

 

Message from our President, John Stewart 

 

We want to thank Col. T. Harrison Smith USAF (Ret) for being our speaker for the April meeting.  It is very 

interesting to hear of the work and issues of a Wing Commander in command of an off shore operating base, in 

particular, a base in Kyrgyzstan.  The normal issues are compounded with the issues of a sometimes 

unwelcoming host.   

 

 
 

http://www.sencland.org/
mailto:steve.mannell@gmail.com
mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com
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As sponsors of JROTC programs, we were delighted to hear of the work done by the military staff at the 

schools.  We are blessed to have men of this caliber teaching our cadets the meaning of service and country as 

well as providing military training.   

  

When we determined that we would expand our outreach programs, we said that we would give the scholarships 

at their normal times and give our other outreach awards twice a year.  We have now finished our first period of 

giving.  John Melia and his committee have done a fine job of reviewing these askings and providing the 

checks.  John will go over the awards donated thus far in later in the newsletter.  Remember, these efforts are 

funded solely by chapter dues and individual donations, so we ask you to pay your chapter dues if you have not 

done so and please continue with your generous donations to outreach. 

  

We want to thank Kris Gupton and Chris Spada for their “storming the hill” in Raleigh as others storm 

Washington.  Kris and Chris met local representatives to discuss issues involving the military and retirees in 

North Carolina.  The Bailey issue is the item of importance in the state at this time.  It is always good for our 

representatives to know that MOAA exists and is looking at various pieces of legislation and is not shy about 

providing our thoughts on the issues. 

  

Our next meeting will be at Oak Island at the Island Way Restaurant.  If you have not been there in the past, 

check their website at www.islandwayrest.com.  We have added directions to the restaurant in this letter as well.  

Our speaker for the day will be Mr. Tommy Harrelson who will share stories from his book “Southport’s Art 

Newton” where he discusses the art and history of the man.  Mr. Harrelson has also been in the NC House of 

Representatives as well as Secretary of Transportation for North Carolina.  We invite you to come to Oak Island 

to enjoy a good meal with a view of the ocean and listen to the history of Southeast North Carolina. 

 

Member Updates 

 

Invite an eligible friend to lunch on May 5th! Make sure to complete the cover page of this newsletter for them!  

Their 2015 dues are free!  We expect to learn of several new members at the meeting.  For now, please 

welcome… 

 

 LCDR Grace Seabrook, USN, of 380 John S. Mosby Dr., Wilmington, NC 28412. 

 

 Susan Miller, USN spouse of LT Michael Boyd, 6223 Turtle Hall Dr., Wilmington, NC 28409.  

 

 CDR Patrick G. Hogan, USN, of 102 Borden Ave., Wilmington, NC 28403, and his spouse, Elaine. 

 

 Col T. Harrison Smith, Jr., USAF, of 3773 Windy Point Rd. SW, Supply, NC 28462, and his spouse, 

Elizabeth.  Welcome back. 

 

Our deepest condolences are offered to the family and friends of…  

 

 Lt Col Bruce Bowden, USAF, 86, of Calabash, NC, who died on April 17, 2015.  A longtime 

SENCLAND MOAA member, he was born and raised in Waltham, MA, and he was a veteran of the 

Korean and Vietnam wars.  After retiring from the Air Force in 1971, he had a tax accounting business.  

He is survived by his wife, Linda Stewart Bowden, and many children and grandchildren. 

 

 CAPT William P. Hewel, USCG, 79, MOAA life member, who died March 24, 2015.  Born in New 

York, he served 31 years in the USCG.  After retiring, he helped to form the Community Mediation 
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Center of Cape Fear. Bill also served on the New Hanover County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council / 

Justice Partnership Advisory Board. He is survived by his wife of over 39 years, Roxie McMahon 

Hewel, and a son and daughter in Colorado. 

 

 Ronald J. Holtberg, 75, of Wilmington, who died on March 26, 2015. Ron served his county proudly in 

The United States Army and National Guard. He was past Commander of Disabled Americans Veterans 

Chapter 11 and District 3 Executive Committeeman for the Department of North Carolina. Ron retired 

from Pitney Bowes after 30 years of service.  

 

Contemplation Garden   

 

The New Hanover County Arboretum is constructing a Contemplation Garden  to honor all members of the 

military Services. It will be named in honor of one of our Chapter's WWII veterans, Durwood Baggett. 

  

Work has started on the garden using donations from several sources and individuals.  The director of the 

Arboretum, Al Hight, hopes to have a dedication ceremony this summer.  Here is a link to his article on the 

Contemplation Garden:  

 

http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20150417/ARTICLES/150419759/0/search 

 

If you haven’t seen the arboretum yet this year, it’s worth a visit. It’s also one of the best deals in Wilmington -- 

admission is free! If you have any gardening questions or need your soil tested, the Plant Clinic on the grounds 

is the place to get information about gardening in this area. Come out and enjoy.   

 

Legislative Update 

Kris Gupton, our Legislative Affairs Officer, reports that she and Chris Spada had a very worthwhile visit to the 

State Capitol on April 15th – Stormin’ the Hill in Raleigh.  They were able to meet with our representatives and 

inform them of upcoming legislation that affects the military community.  In some cases, representatives were 

unaware of pending legislation of concern.  If you are interested in helping Kris maintain contact with our 

representatives, please contact her at krisgupton@yahoo.com and volunteer your services. 

 

World War II Service Memories: LTC Henry Vanston Reid, USA 
 

Following our World War II luncheon, we have been receiving stories and other information from some of our 

members, which we will share with you in this newsletter.  LTC Reid writes: 

 

“My National Guard Regiment (209th CA (AA)) of Buffalo/Rochester NY was called to active duty for a year’s 

training at Fort Steward, GA in 1940.  Pearl Harbor changed that.  I was selected and attended OCS shortly 

thereafter and became an AA 2nd LT.   

 

Typical of the Army, my first assignment was to the 3rd Seacoast Artillery Reg. outside of Los Angeles CA, 

with much to learn. However, instead of 90mm and 40mm we were shooting 14” and 16” seacoast guns at 

roving Jap subs. 

 

http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20150417/ARTICLES/150419759/0/search
mailto:krisgupton@yahoo.com
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A time later I was to end up in a Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) unit in Luzon shooting down Jap Zeros and 

clearing them out of caves as we pushed north toward Tokyo. My 40mm unit would blast into caves during the 

day only to have them return effective fire when we thought we had done a deadly job a short time before. 

 

A bit later when we were in position and protecting Clark Field (Luzon), Japs seemed to come out of the 

woodwork and relegated us to an infantry role until we had enough support so that we could return to our 

original mission of air defense!” 

 

World War II Service Memories: Col James T. Johnson, USAF 

 

Jim Johnson, son of Col James T. Johnson, USAF, published a memoir of his dad online: 

 

http://www.bytebabble.com/JTJ-website/index.html  

 

These are Col Johnson’s words in the Memoir, and Jim only split it up into chapters for convenience of the 

website. This is a very interesting read too extensive to republish here. Col Johnson’s bio provides a nice 

summary of his military experience: 

 

JAMES TROY JOHNSON, "Old J.T.", Wilmington, N. C., born 20 March 1920, married Mattie Belle 

Bridges of Terrell County Georgia 22 Dec. 1945 (two full grown sons of which they are very proud), 

retired from military service (Reg. Col.) 31 October 1968. 

 

After high school graduation, 1937, worked for A.C.L. Railroad 4 years (one year in Orlando, Fla.). 

There were nearly two years National Guard duty, and flivver plane flying via 1940 CPT program and 

Aviation Cadet Class 42-F. Assigned to newly activated 316th Fighter Squadron (P-40 aircraft), at 

Norfolk, VA July 1942. 

 

Dec 1942, the Squadron air echelon was C-54 "airlifted" to the Gold Coast of Africa. J.T. and most of 

the pilots twice ferried P-40's across Africa to Cairo, Egypt. 

 

March 1943, first combat west of Tripoli, Libya (Mareth Line); close support for the British Eighth 

Army. 165 missions later (Tunisia, Sicily. Italy), and after a short trip Stateside, Capt. J.T. was 

appointed Commander 316th (Hell's Belles) Squadron - early Dec.1944, Dole-Tavaux, France. 

 

First duty as Commander was to check out in a new P-47, #70. The cockpit was so quiet compared to a 

P-40, it was unnerving. 

 

36 Jug missions to VE-Day, of the same dive-bombing, strafing, close support and train busting variety, 

were no less dangerous, but the Jug was a better aircraft for the job, -- and tough! Sorties total 201; two 

ME-109 kills and one probable.  

 

Post-war duty assignments included AMC/AFLC (jet engine overhaul business), Cmd and Staff School, 

AFIT (Univ. of Ill, Acctg and Mgmt, and Univ. of Md. BS Mil. Sci.) USAF Staff (field Mtn.), BMD 

(DSC/M, Atlas, Titan, and early Minuteman site activation logistics.) 

 

A career highlight was the F-105 System Manager job 1965-67 (AFLC/SMAMA), while the 

Thunderchief was doing most of the tough work in North Vietnam. After the high pressure development, 

test and A/C modification for RHAW and Wild Weasel, J.T. was honored by charter membership #4 in 

the Wild Weasel Society. 

http://www.bytebabble.com/JTJ-website/index.html
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Service awards include: Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Three 

Purple Hearts, Air Medal (with ten clusters), French Croix de Guerre (Ordre de la Palme), and a Ballistic 

Missile Badge. 

 

Our Sponsors 

 

We appreciate the generous support of our sponsors!  Would you like to highlight your business, church, or 

favorite community organization; congratulate a friend; or simply use the space to share your message with the 

chapter – and know that your sponsorship will support the mission of MOAA SENCLAND?  Let us know, and 

we’ll make more room for you.  Thanks! 

 This space available now! 

 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
If you would like to discuss MOAA SENCLAND sponsorship opportunities, please email 

steve.mannell@gmail.com.  

mailto:smannell@aafmaa.com
http://www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement
mailto:steve.mannell@gmail.com
http://www.aafmaa.com/wealthmanagement
http://www.appleanniesbakeshop.com/
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  THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 15207 

WILMINGTON, NC  28408 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

May 2015 
 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________  State ______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouses Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $15.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call CO Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

